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Abstract

Criminal protection, achieved through coercive prevention and punishment of water-related
crimes, plays a crucial role in mitigating the agricultural crisis in Iran. This crisis has led
to a heightened reliance on imported agricultural and food products due to declining water
resources and inadequate water management. The surge in imports of unsafe genetically
modified organisms (GMOs) exacerbates the crisis, as it prioritizes food security at the expense
of the right to access "healthy" food. The inadequacies of Iranian laws and legal procedures in
safeguarding consumer rights in relation to GMOs necessitate criminal measures to ensure food
security amidst the water crisis. From a jurisprudential standpoint, arguments in favor of GMO
production appear stronger, supporting the alignment of criminal policies that do not criminalize
these products. Opponents of GMO production raise concerns that go beyond jurisprudential
considerations, highlighting potential abuses in genome research that challenge human dignity.
This article critically analyzes existing laws and regulations pertaining to criminal protection in
the areas of water and biosafety concerning GMO consumption. It provides a framework for
criminalizing behaviors that disrupt the food supply chain, emphasizing both absolute liability
and the presumption of criminal liability. The primary objective of this article is to evaluate
the provisions of laws relating to GMO products and water crimes, with the aim of holding
government bodies and public and private entities accountable for enforcing and monitoring
food safety laws. It advocates for the application of the "principle of minimum and limited
intervention as a last resort."

Keywords: Legal system for GMO products, biosafety crimes, dilemma of food security and
food health.
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